Emergent airway management. Indications and methods in the face of confounding conditions.
Optimal airway management requires an experienced caregiver, attention to detail, and knowledge of the patient's physiology. A variety of pharmacologic agents have proved useful in obtaining a secure airway and minimizing risk to the patient. Depending on the skills of the caregiver, oral intubation has become the preferred means of airway control in most patients. Advances in technique, equipment, and pharmacology have greatly improved the art of airway management; however, there is no substitute for an experienced clinician.